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PART 1

What Is the Reservation
Hatao Andolan?

A dated evidence dossier before the historical and policy verdict.

Written and researched by Lovepreet Singh

ONE-PAGE ANSWER

A real attention wave, not yet a transparently documented national institution

By 27-28 July 2026, several news outlets were independently reporting extraordinary growth around the Instagram
handle @reservationhataomovement, with snapshots rising from roughly 4.2 million to 5.6 million followers. That
makes the attention event real enough to study. It does not prove that 5.6 million unique Indians endorse every
demand, that the followers are all authentic, or that a nationwide offline organization exists. Public leadership, legal
form, decision rules, finances, and audited reach remained unclear at this evidence cutoff PIBIP]

Evidence freeze: 29 July 2026, India time. This matters because the account, its follower count, its demands, and the
websites using its label can change after publication. Scope: Part 1 identifies the object of study. It does not settle
whether caste reservation is historically justified or presently effective. Those judgments require the later
constitutional, historical, social, economic and comparative parts.

READING RULE

Three things that must not be collapsed

The issue is reservation policy. The campaign is a set of messages and demands. The organization, if one exists, is
the people, authority, money and procedures behind those messages. A person can support policy reform without
trusting a campaign, or defend reservation while agreeing that some implementation problems deserve review.
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Editorial promise

This series will not decide the answer by counting likes, quoting the loudest opponent, or assuming that old policy is
automatically wise. It will reconstruct the strongest case for abolition, the strongest case for retention, and the
strongest reform positions between them. It will distinguish moral values from factual claims, and factual claims from
implementation choices.

Plain language, full depth. Technical words are defined when they first appear.
Close citations. Important live claims are linked near the sentence they support.
Symmetric scrutiny. A pro-reservation claim and an anti-reservation claim face the same tests.

Primary records first. Constitutions, laws, judgments, filings and original research outrank screenshots and
reposts.

Dated claims. A follower count is a snapshot, not a permanent fact.
No collective guilt. Policy analysis does not make any caste or individual morally guilty by birth.

Correction-friendly. Unknowns are named so later evidence can change the assessment.

IMPORTANT LIMITATION

This is not a platform audit

No public source used here supplied account-level follower geography, follower-age distributions, paid promotion
records, coordinated-network traces, administrator logs, or audited finances. Therefore this volume cannot honestly
certify that every follower is authentic, nor can it honestly declare the growth fake. It states what the public evidence
can and cannot establish.

Legal note: The legal discussion is general public education, not advice for a particular protest, post, organizer or criminal case.
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CHAPTER 1

1. The Event in One Clear Picture

What can be said confidently, what is merely reported, and what remains unknown.

In late July 2026, an online campaign calling itself the Reservation Hatao Andolan - literally, a movement to remove
reservation - became highly visible across Instagram, X, Reddit and news coverage. Its public language joined three
broad ideas: end caste-based reservation, end caste identity in state procedures, and replace category-based
treatment with one rule for all or with assistance based on economic need. News stories described rapid follower
growth and a wave of support and opposition.[z][3][4][6]

The cleanest factual description is therefore narrow: RHA was a fast-growing online political campaign label with
a widely reported central Instagram account. At the evidence cutoff, the public record did not establish a single,
legally identified national body with named office-bearers, audited membership, declared funding, a constitution, or
verified state chapters. That absence does not prove secrecy or fraud. It means the organizational claim remains

vpe 5117
unverified.Il"]
6 JUN 26-27 JUL 28 JUL
CJP protests RHA pages and sites 5.6M and 122 posts
begin after NEET surge ir’io view Outlook pnapshot

25 JUL 27 JUL

Education minister 4.2M and 5.1M

. resignation accepted . J.}ress,sna shots
Dates describe a rapid attention event. They do not by themselves establish coordination between CJP and RHA.

Figure 1.1 - Immediate public timeline. The CJP sequence is context and possible inspiration, not proof of common organizers.
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A claim-by-claim snapshot

PART 1 / WHAT IS THE MOVEMENT?

Did an RHA attention wave
exist?

Was the reported scale very
large?

Did millions endorse every
demand?

Was one formal
organization identified?

Were all followers organic?
Was the campaign
party-controlled?

Did offline capacity exist?

Yes, in press snapshots.

Not established.

Not established.

Unknown.

Unknown.

Too early to conclude.

High

Medium-high

High

Medium-high

High

High

Medium

Why this modest description matters

Public arguments often leap from something is viral to the nation has decided, or from ownership is unclear to the
movement must be fake. Neither leap is valid. Virality is evidence of attention. It may also reveal real frustration that
established parties and institutions have not absorbed. But public legitimacy requires additional tests: informed
agreement, representativeness, lawful organization, accountability, coherent policy and the ability to sustain action.

FIRST VERDICT

Multiple independent outlets observed the
account and public debate.

Outlets reported millions of followers, but no
independent platform audit was available.

Following is not a survey response or signed
policy mandate.

Public leadership, legal status and governance
were not clearly documented.

Neither authenticity nor manipulation can be
proved without stronger platform data.

The pages said they were apolitical; that is a
self-description, not an audit.

Public evidence was dominated by digital
reach rather than verified turnout and durable
local structure.

Serious enough to investigate; too under-documented to canonize

The campaign should not be dismissed merely because it began online. It should not be treated as the settled voice of
India merely because its follower counter is large. The rational position is disciplined attention: preserve its strongest

questions, verify its factual claims, demand transparency, and compare its proposals with both constitutional purposes
and measurable outcomes.
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CHAPTER 2

2. How This Dossier Knows What It
Knows

A source system designed for a fast-moving movement in a misinformation-rich environment.

A live online movement creates an unusual research problem. The main account can edit a bio, delete a post, change
a demand, rename itself or gain millions of followers between two screenshots. New websites can copy the brand.
News articles can repeat one another. Anonymous users can invent founders, funding stories or celebrity
endorsements faster than investigators can check them.

[ 5 Platform or audited records Best for ownership, reach, ads and coordinated behavior ]
[ 4 Official and original records Law, court order, filing, domain record, public statement J
[ B Independent reporting Named outlet with date, attribution and corroboration ]
[ 2 Campaign self-description Reliable for what the campaign says about itself J
[ 1 Viral post or anonymous claim Lead for checking, not proof of prevalence or truth ]

The source type answers what it can prove. A campaign page cannot independently certify its own reach or independence.

Figure 2.1 - The evidence ladder used in this volume. The top tier is not always available, so conclusions are graded.

Primary does not automatically mean true

A primary source is close to the event: the campaign’s own page, an official legal record, a domain-registration
record, or an original study. It answers some questions well. The campaign page is the best source for the words it
publicly used. It is a weak independent source for claims such as 'we represent India,' ‘we are apolitical,' or ‘our
numbers are organic.' An official law is the best source for the legal text, but not by itself for how that law works in
practice.

The four labels used throughout

* Confirmed: supported by an appropriate primary record or several independent, mutually consistent sources.

* Reported: attributed to a named source, but not independently audited here.

Self-described: the movement or a branded page says this about itself.

¢ Unknown: the necessary evidence is absent, inaccessible or too weak for a conclusion.

COMMON MISTAKE
Unknown does not mean false

If no verified founder is public, the correct sentence is 'publicly verified leadership was not established at the evidence
cutoff.' It is not 'there is no leader," and it is not 'the leader is secretly person X." A good dossier protects the difference.
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A dated evidence freeze

All time-sensitive observations in this edition are frozen at 29 July 2026. Press snapshots on 27 and 28 July are
preserved as snapshots. They should not be silently replaced with a later number. The date is part of the fact. This
protects the book from turning a moving counter into timeless evidence.

_ What it can establish What it cannot establish alone

Campaign website or post

News report

Domain record

Reddit or comment thread

Platform audit or
administrator data

Official law or judgment

Exact public claim, wording, declared aim

Dated observation, attributed quote, public
controversy

Registration dates and technical registration
facts

Arguments that some users express

Follower quality, ads, account control, network
patterns

Legal text and judicial reasoning
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PART 1 / WHAT IS THE MOVEMENT?

Truth of the claim, representativeness, ownership,
financial independence
Platform authenticity, a nationwide opinion estimate

Editorial control where registrant details are redacted

How common the view is among Indians

Policy correctness or moral legitimacy

Automatic proof of social effect or moral wisdom
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CHAPTER 3

3. Movement, Campaign, Account or
Organization?

Four different objects are hiding inside one popular word.

The word andolan carries the weight of collective struggle. In everyday speech it can describe anything from a
hashtag to a street mobilization. Analytical clarity requires four separate nouns.

m Plain meaning Minimum evidence

Issue public People who care about reservation, with many opposing Discussion, searches, meetings, voting or survey
views data

Campaign Coordinated messages asking people to support demands Common branding, calls to action, repeated

claims

Social account A platform page controlled by one or more administrators Verified handle and account records

Organization A durable group with authority, members, money and Named officers, rules, accounts, chapters,
procedures decision rights

Social movement A sustained collective challenge that can outlive one page Networks, repeated action, shared identity,

mobilization over time

Where RHA fit on 29 July

RHA clearly met the threshold for a campaign label and a major social-media attention event. It may become a
durable movement. The public evidence available for this edition was not enough to certify one integrated national
organization behind every RHA-branded site or post. That distinction protects supporters too: without it, any
stranger can create a similar page, make an extreme claim and have it attributed to the whole movement.

[ VIEW Saw a post }

Subscribed to updates

[ AGREE Supports at least one demand ]

[ ACT Signs, donates, volunteers or attends ]

[ SUSTAIN  Returns after attention falls J

lllustrative funnel only. RHA has not published verified conversion rates for these stages.

Figure 3.1 - Attention can become organization, but each conversion must be measured rather than assumed.
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Connective action

Researchers use connective action for participation organized through personalized digital sharing rather than
strong membership organizations. A person can repost a message in their own words without joining a disciplined
institution. Such networks can mobilize quickly and lower entry costs. They can also fragment, struggle to negotiate,
and lose energy when platform attention shifts. Research on online and offline protest shows that the relationship is
real but not automatic, 1201211231

DIAGNOSTIC
The test of a movement is not whether it began online

The useful questions are whether it develops accountable coordination, a stable program, nonviolent rules, local
capacity, a way to correct false claims, negotiation representatives, and participation that survives after the algorithm
stops rewarding the topic.
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6 CHAPTER 4

4. The Dated Rise of RHA

A reconstruction of the immediate sequence without inventing causation.

RHA appeared during a period of intense digital mobilization around education. The preceding Chalo Jantar Mantar
Protest, widely shortened online to CJP, emerged from anger around NEET and education governance. On 25 July
2026, the President's Secretariat officially announced acceptance of Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan's
resignation with immediate effect and assignment of the portfolio to Pralhad Joshi.l™!

Soon after, coverage framed RHA as a possible next major online wave. This sequencing supports a cautious
inference: the visible success of a recent digitally amplified protest provided a template and attention window for
another grievance. It does not prove that the same people created both campaigns, that one caused the other, or
that RHA's follower growth had a single source.”!

Press snapshots, not a census

5.6M

6M 5.1M

4.2M
4M
2M
oM

27 Jul 27 Jul 28 Jul

Aaj Samaaj OdishaBytes Outlook

Reported Instagram snapshots, not an audit. The points may reflect changing counts and different capture times.

Figure 4.1 - Dated follower figures reported by three outlets. Each is a contemporaneous observation, not an independent audit.

Aaj Samaaj reported roughly 4.2 million followers on 27 July and noted that a founder or owner was not officially
public. OdishaBytes reported approximately 5.1 million followers and 112 posts on the same date. Outlook reported
about 5.6 million followers and 122 posts on 28 JuIy.[S]B][Z]

The apparent speed is remarkable. It is also analytically dangerous. Different reporters may have captured the
counter at different hours. The account may have existed or accumulated an audience before the news cycle noticed
it. Some people may have followed to monitor or criticize it. Public counter rounding and platform moderation can
alter visible totals. Without internal platform data, the honest unit is reported follower snapshot, not verified
supporter.

What the viral Aarakshan clip tells us

ThePrint reported that a scene from the 2011 film Aarakshan was recirculating amid the campaign. This is evidence of
how a movement can borrow a familiar cultural story to make a technical policy emotionally legible. A film scene can
crystallize a grievance; it cannot establish the prevalence of discrimination, the effects of a quota, or the
constitutionality of a reform.!
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CHAPTER 5

5. The Brand-Collision Problem

Several websites used the RHA identity while their relationships remained unclear.

The research found several public domains using closely related Reservation Hatao branding. They made different
claims about purpose, location and official status. Domain records showed registrations clustered on 26 and 27 July
2026, after or during the surge. Public registrant information can be privacy-redacted, so a registration record does
not necessarily reveal the human editor.['TI121131014]

Central social handle

@reservationhataomcvement Dehradun self-description

( .co.in site

tracker / official claim

rha2026.ix

public demands
.tach site

only official claim

Shared branding does not prove shared ownership. Solid attribution requires reciprocal links, named control or records.

Figure 5.1 - Public brand map at the evidence cutoff. Lines show a shared label, not proven common control.

Public self-description Observed registration or status Attribution grade

@reservationhataomovem  Widely reported central Instagram account ~ Millions of reported followers; Central attention node;

ent administrators not publicly verified here ownership unknown

rha2026.in Remove reservation, eradicate casteism, RDAP creation event dated 26 July 2026 Campaign source; control link
one India not independently audited

reservationhataoandolan.i Dehradun-based youth civic platform; RDAP creation event dated 26 July 2026 Separate self-description

n membership materials

reservationhataoandolan.c  Live tracker and official-account language RDAP creation event dated 26 July 2026 Official status unverified
o.in

reservationhataomovemen  Only official website; research and funding ~ RDAP creation event dated 27 July 2026 Official status and scale
t.tech claims unverified

The self-descriptions above come from the respective pages and are not endorsements of their authority.mm[gmo]

Attribution rule: Attribute a statement to the exact channel that published it; do not call a site official merely
because it calls itself official; and look for reciprocal links, named controllers or records before merging brands. Brand
collision is not proof of a scam. The narrower finding is that competing public authorities existed and their
relationships were not established.
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CHAPTER 6

6. What Does the Campaign Actually
Demand?

A slogan that looks singular contains several legally and morally different proposals.

The rha2026.in page presented four broad demands: end caste-based reservation in government jobs and education;
select on merit and capability; use quotas only for the poor on economic grounds rather than caste; and adopt a
fixed ten-year transition or sunset with annual review. News coverage also reported demands for common fees, age

limits and cutoffs, removal of caste declarations from government forms, and a single Indian identity.m[z][g]
ABOLISH STANDARDIZE DE-IDENTIFY
e N N [ N R
End caste quotas Economic need only Same cutoff One Indian identity
Seats and jobs Ten-year transition Same fees / age Remove caste fields
Constitutional route? Review metrics? Which institutions? How measure bias?
. J U AN J J

These are different policy families. Supporting one does not logically require supporting all four.

Figure 6.1 - Four policy families inside the public message. They require different evidence and legal routes.

Demand 1: abolish caste-based reservation

This is the movement's clearest identity claim, but it still requires scope. Does it cover Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward Classes equally? Does it include promotion, legislatures, local government and private
institutions, or only entry to central education and direct recruitment? Does 'abolish' mean immediate legal removal,
a constitutional amendment, judicial reinterpretation, or a long transition? The public slogan does not answer all of
these questions.

Demand 2: replace caste with economic need

This is not abolition of affirmative assistance. It is redesign. Its moral purpose is poverty relief and equal access for
financially constrained citizens. Its critics answer that caste exclusion can persist at the same income level and that
representation is a separate aim. The later series must therefore compare two different policy targets: economic
deprivation and social under-representation. They overlap, but they are not identical.
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Demand 3: same cutoff, fee and age limit

These provisions should not be treated as one mechanism. A reserved seat changes competition within an allocation
rule. A fee waiver changes affordability. An age relaxation changes eligibility timing. A cutoff relaxation changes
selection thresholds. Each has different beneficiaries, costs and justifications. A serious manifesto must state the
institution, exam, level and existing rule being changed.

Demand 4: remove caste fields and promote one identity

The moral appeal is understandable: if the state stops making caste administratively important, perhaps caste identity
will weaken. But removing a field can also remove the data needed to measure discrimination, representation and
policy reach. A state cannot test whether caste disadvantage has disappeared if it refuses to observe caste at all. The
choice is not simply between casteism and no casteism; it is also between different ways of recording sensitive data,
limiting its use, protecting privacy and auditing outcomes.

Demand 5: a ten-year sunset

A sunset clause makes a rule expire unless it is renewed. Sunsets can force review and stop temporary measures
from becoming automatic. But a number alone is not a review design. The proposal needs baseline data, outcome
measures, responsible institutions, public reports, thresholds for extension or termination, and protection against
political manipulation. Annual review without agreed metrics can become annual theatre.

INTERNAL TENSION
Abolition and economic quotas are not the same endpoint

If all reservation is abolished, economic quotas also disappear. If caste quotas are replaced with economic quotas,
reservation remains but its eligibility principle changes. The movement must say which proposition is primary and what
constitutional, administrative and transitional steps follow.
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0 CHAPTER 7

7. The Strongest Case for the
Movement

A steelman of the grievances that make RHA persuasive to many citizens.

A steelman is the strongest fair version of an argument, not its easiest-to-mock slogan. RHA's best case does not
require believing that caste discrimination never existed or that every beneficiary is undeserving. It begins from equal
citizenship and asks whether permanent birth categories are the least unjust way to distribute scarce opportunities.

) [

L Starting positions are unequal

Unequal rules feel unfair

SHARED TEST

Benefits may concentrate Caste is not just income

G | Which rule improves ‘ J

equal citizenship?

Poor unreserved people struggle Representation has public value

The strongest debate is not 'merit versus justice.' It asks what merit and justice require under unequal social conditions.

Figure 7.1 - The strongest arguments meet at a shared question: what institutional rule best realizes equal citizenship?

1. The lived pain of unequal formal rules

Two candidates can face different category cutoffs, age limits or access rules. A young person who loses a scarce seat
may experience the difference personally, even if the policy has a public justification. Telling that person ‘history
explains it' does not remove the burden. Democratic policy owes both a reason and evidence that the burden
remains proportionate to the goal.

2. Poverty outside reserved categories is real

A poor person in an unreserved category can lack coaching, stable housing, nutrition, networks and school quality. If
a system speaks only in caste categories, it may appear blind to this hardship. The movement's economic argument is
strongest when it asks for a robust floor of opportunity for every poor child, rather than treating poverty as proof
that caste never matters.
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3. Benefits can concentrate inside broad categories

Any broad eligibility group can contain internal inequality. Families with information and repeated access may
capture more benefits than the most excluded subgroups. RHA-branded materials invoke claims associated with
debates over unequal distribution within OBC categories. Part 1 records the concern but does not certify the
published percentages because the campaign page did not provide enough original documentation and page-level
sourcing for a full audit.!"

4. Temporary measures need review

Even a justified policy can become poorly targeted, administratively rigid or politically insulated. Periodic review is
not hostility to beneficiaries. It is a normal democratic demand: state power should publish goals, outcomes, costs,
distribution and reasons for continuation. A reform movement can usefully force that conversation.

5. Common citizenship has moral force

The aspiration to meet one another as Indians rather than inherited blocs is not trivial. Many supporters fear that
state classification reproduces the identities it seeks to overcome. Their strongest question is a temporal one: how
does a society use caste-conscious remedies without making caste a permanent political destiny?

6. Political parties can avoid hard redesign

Reservation affects large constituencies and symbolic identities. Parties may gain more from promising expansion or
defending the status quo than from publishing difficult audits. An outside campaign can widen the set of politically
discussable reforms - including better schooling, targeted scholarships, transparent sub-classification,
anti-discrimination enforcement and periodic evaluation.

STRONGEST SUPPORTER CONCLUSION
Birth should not become permanent civic destiny

The best RHA argument is not that beneficiaries are inferior or fraudulent. It is that a republic should continually
reduce the role of inherited identity in allocating opportunity, protect every poor citizen, and require evidence before
differential rules continue. That principle deserves a serious answer.
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° CHAPTER 8

8. The Strongest Case Against the
Movement

Why critics see formal sameness as an incomplete account of equality.

The strongest criticism does not say that every existing quota is perfectly designed. It says RHA begins too late in the
social process. A competitive exam sees candidates at the finish line; it may not see unequal schools, segregation,
humiliation, network exclusion, inherited assets, geography or discrimination that shaped who reached that line.

1. Poverty and social exclusion are not interchangeable

Income measures current material resources. Caste can affect social treatment, networks, neighborhood, marriage,
violence, dignity and institutional access even among people with similar incomes. If a policy was designed partly to
correct exclusion and under-representation, an income-only substitute may target a different problem.

2. Merit is produced, not merely revealed

Scores can measure performance on a test. They do not reveal how much coaching, language advantage, health,
school quality, time and social confidence helped produce that performance. This does not make exams useless or
every score illegitimate. It means the phrase 'pure merit' hides decisions about what to measure, when to measure it,
and which unequal inputs society accepts.

3. Representation can be a public purpose

Reservation is often defended not only as individual poverty relief but as a way to open institutions historically
dominated by some groups. Under that view, a middle-income beneficiary can still contribute to institutional
inclusion. Critics of RHA therefore ask what evidence would show that barriers and under-representation have ended,
not merely that some members of a group have prospered.

4. Removing caste data can conceal caste effects

A society may wish to reduce the public salience of caste. Yet measurement is necessary to know whether
discrimination is falling. The careful alternative is purpose-limited collection: collect sensitive information only when
necessary, protect it, separate it from decision-makers where possible, publish aggregate audits, and penalize misuse.
Erasure is not automatically neutrality.

5. The public program is under-specified

The movement's public demands combine abolition, economic reservation, identical selection conditions, identity
reform and a ten-year transition. Without a draft law, category-by-category scope, fiscal plan, federal map and
safeguards, supporters and critics may be endorsing different imagined policies under the same slogan.
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6. Rapid identity conflict can reward misinformation

Reservation is emotionally linked to dignity and loss. That makes dehumanizing anecdotes and fabricated
endorsements unusually effective. A fake post attributed a caste-and-doctor quote to actor Shilpa Shetty during the
surrounding debate; she publicly denied it. This proves that misinformation entered the wider information
environment. It does not prove that the central RHA account created it.128]

STRONGEST CRITIC CONCLUSION
Same rule can preserve unequal opportunity

The best anti-RHA argument is that caste categories are not arbitrary labels added at the exam hall. They can reflect
durable structures that shape who arrives there. Removing remedies before measuring whether those structures have
weakened may transform visible unequal treatment into less visible unequal outcomes.
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CHAPTER 9

9. What Millions of Followers Mean -
and Do Not Mean

How to interpret reach without falling for either triumphalism or conspiracy.

A follower count answers a narrow question: how many platform accounts are currently attached to a page's follower
counter under the platform's rules. It does not directly answer why they followed, whether each represents a unique
person, where they live, whether they are eligible voters, whether they support every demand, or whether they will
act offline.

_ Can the follower count support | What stronger evidence is needed
it?

The campaign attracted substantial Yes, especially with independent Dated platform snapshots and cross-platform reach
attention observation

Every follower opposes all caste No Representative survey with exact policy questions
reservation

Most Indians support abolition No Probability-based national or high-quality

representative survey

Followers are all real and organic No Platform integrity audit, acquisition curve,
follower-quality analysis

Followers were bought or coordinated No Payment records, bot patterns, platform enforcement
data, network analysis

The movement can mobilize streets No Verified turnout, local organizers, repeat action and
logistics
The policy is correct No Historical, legal, empirical and ethical analysis

The million-follower fallacy

Research on social-media influence has long warned that follower counts, mentions and message redistribution are
different dimensions. A page can have many followers but limited capacity to make people repeat a message or act.
Conversely, a smaller network can have strong trust and organizing power. The exact study examined Twitter, not
RHA or present-day Instagram, so its lesson is conceptual rather than an audit of this case.l?!

Could fake engagement exist?

Yes, as a general platform phenomenon. Meta has taken legal action against services that used bots or automation to
inflate Instagram likes and followers. Meta also distinguishes coordinated inauthentic behavior by deceptive behavior
rather than the political content being promoted. These facts justify asking for an audit. They do not justify accusing
RHA without case-specific evidence.[?®127]

A minimally credible authenticity audit

* Acquisition curve: minute- or hour-level follower growth, including sudden discontinuities.

* Account age distribution: proportion of newly created or dormant followers.
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* Geography and language: whether the audience matches claimed national reach.
* Engagement quality: unique commenters, saves, shares, repeat participation and suspicious repetition.
¢ Paid promotion: ad-library records, invoices and sponsor disclosures.

* Network structure: synchronized behavior, identical content and clusters controlled by common operators.

Platform findings: removals, warnings or integrity assessments from the platform.

BALANCED CONCLUSION
Do not worship the counter; do not invent a bot verdict

Independent reporting makes the scale of visible attention credible. Public evidence does not convert that attention
into a representative mandate. Public evidence also does not establish purchased followers or coordinated inauthentic
behavior. Both claims require better data.
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CHAPTER 10

10. Who Runs It, Who Pays, Who
Decides?

The accountability questions every movement should answer as its influence grows.

A campaign may reasonably protect volunteers from harassment. But when it asks to change constitutional policy for
hundreds of millions of people, some transparency becomes a democratic asset. The important question is not
celebrity gossip about a secret founder. It is whether the public can identify who has authority to speak, negotiate,
spend, correct and commit.

Governance field Public answer found by cutoff

Legal identity Not clearly established for one central body Determines responsibility, contracting and reporting
duties

Named national leadership Not independently verified Shows who may speak or negotiate for the campaign

Account administrators Not publicly audited Shows who can publish, delete, sell or transfer the
audience

Decision rules Not published in a verified central charter Explains how demands change and dissent is handled

Funding and expenses No audited central disclosure located Tests claims of independence and reveals incentives

Membership count Follower count reported; membership not Separates a platform audience from committed

audited participants
State or district chapters Not independently mapped Shows offline capacity and prevents false local

representation

Correction policy No verified movement-wide standard located Determines how misinformation is repaired

What 'apolitical' can and cannot mean

Public materials described the movement as citizen-led and without party affiliation, and some coverage reported
criticism of the BJP's performance on reservation reform. That makes the stated identity cross-party or
anti-establishment. It does not independently prove the absence of partisan volunteers, donors, consultants or
strategic alignment. Conversely, agreement with a politician does not prove party control.BJl?

A reasonable transparency standard

* Publish the legal entity, jurisdiction and registration number, if any.

* Name authorized spokespeople and state what each may decide.

 Disclose major donors, total receipts, spending categories and paid vendors.

* Label independent fan pages and unauthorized chapters.

* Publish a dated manifesto with version history and a correction log.

 Separate follower count, verified volunteers, donors, petition signers and event attendees.
* Adopt nonviolence, anti-harassment, privacy and misinformation rules.

* Provide a channel for supporters and critics to submit evidence and corrections.
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G CHAPTER 11

11. Algorithms, Outrage and
Misinformation

Why a caste-reservation debate can become emotionally larger and epistemically weaker at the same
time.

Platforms rank content partly through predicted engagement. Reservation combines identity, scarce opportunity,
historical injury and present competition - conditions likely to produce moral emotion and out-group conflict.
Research has found that moral-emotional language can diffuse more widely and that hostility toward an opposing
group can be especially engaging. These are general findings, not proof that every RHA post is algorithmically
manipulated.[251[24]

The engagement trap

e A painful personal story is posted without a denominator.

e Users infer that the story represents an entire category.

* Opponents answer with an equally extreme counterexample.

e The platform rewards the conflict with more distribution.

¢ Repeated exposure makes the extreme position feel common.

e Group identity hardens, and correcting details feels like betrayal.

A denominator is the full population against which a case is compared. Ten viral examples of alleged quota
unfairness do not reveal how common the event is without the number of exams, seats, candidates and rules. Ten
examples of caste discrimination do not establish its national rate without a study design. Anecdotes can reveal
mechanisms and human consequences; they cannot measure prevalence alone.

Misinformation without collective accusation

The fabricated Shilpa Shetty screenshot illustrates a general problem: false celebrity speech can add borrowed
authority to a political message. The correct response is not to blame every supporter or critic. It is to preserve the
image, find the earliest trace, ask for the original post, check the celebrity's verified channel, and issue a correction as
visibly as the falsehood.?®!

A six-question pause before sharing

e Origin: Is this the original post, a crop, or a screenshot of a screenshot?
* Date: Is old content being presented as a current event?

e Attribution: Did the named person publish it on a verified channel?

* Scope: Does one incident justify a claim about a whole caste or policy?
* Emotion: Is anger arriving faster than the evidence?

¢ Repair: If it proves false, will | correct it to the same audience?

Editorial rule: No caste is an argument. A person's surname, caste, quota status or unreserved status does not prove
or disprove a claim. Evidence is evaluated by source, method, logic and scope. Dehumanizing language is a failure of
reasoning, regardless of which side uses it.
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° CHAPTER 12

12. Democratic and Legal Ground
Rules

Peaceful advocacy is legitimate; intimidation, incitement and collective hatred are not.

The Constitution protects freedom of speech and expression and the right to assemble peaceably and without arms,
subject to specified reasonable restrictions. The Supreme Court has recognized peaceful demonstration as part of
these freedoms while emphasizing public order and the competing rights of other citizens. An anti-reservation
campaign may lawfully argue for constitutional change; a pro-reservation campaign may lawfully oppose it 16118l

Three layers of legitimacy

T

Legal permission May people peacefully express and assemble for Generally yes, subject to constitutional restrictions
this view? and lawful regulation
Democratic legitimacy Does the campaign represent informed and Requires more than follower count

accountable participation?

Policy correctness Would the proposal improve justice and outcomes?  Requires history, data, rights and implementation
analysis

These layers must not be confused. A view can be lawful but poorly reasoned. A popular view can be
unconstitutional. A constitutionally available reform can still produce harmful outcomes. Protecting someone's right
to speak does not require agreeing with the speech.

Non-negotiable boundaries

The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita includes provisions concerning unlawful assembly and promoting enmity, among other
offenses. Whether any particular speech or gathering crosses a legal line depends on exact words, intent, context,
conduct and judicial interpretation. This volume makes no allegation about a named participant.m]

* No violence, threats, stalking, doxxing or damage to property.

* No collective slurs or claims that birth makes a person less capable or less deserving of dignity.

* No fabricated quotes, manipulated screenshots or impersonation.

* No obstruction that disregards proportionate public-safety rules and others' rights.

* No punishment of students or workers merely for peaceful support or criticism.

* No use of anonymous crowds to evade responsibility for funds or instructions.

DEMOCRATIC TEST
Can both sides keep the other's rights intact?

A mature movement demands the freedom to advocate change while protecting the equal freedom of opponents to
organize, criticize and present evidence. The moment a side requires fear or dehumanization, it weakens its claim to
democratic justice.
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CHAPTER 13

13. The Constitutional Object Is More
Complex Than One Quota

A brief orientation so Part 1 does not misdescribe the system it is investigating.

Indian reservation is not one national switch. Constitutional provisions authorize or protect different forms of special
provision across education, public employment, promotion, political representation and other settings. Institutions
operate at Union, state and local levels. Categories, lists, percentages, eligibility rules and court constraints can differ.
Therefore 'remove reservation' is not a complete legal instruction.!"®

A central recruitment example

An official Department of Personnel and Training statement described reservation in all-India direct recruitment by
open competition at 15 percent for Scheduled Castes, 7.5 percent for Scheduled Tribes and 27 percent for Other
Backward Classes, with 10 percent for Economically Weaker Sections. The same statement discussed horizontal
reservation for ex-servicemen and a separate provision for Agniveers in specified forces. This is a useful central
example, not a universal map of every seat and job in India.l'”!

m Questions an abolition proposal must answer

Category SC, ST, OBC, EWS, disability, women, ex-servicemen and other vertical or horizontal provisions?
Institution Central service, state service, university, school, local body, legislature or private institution?
Stage Entry, qualifying cutoff, seat allocation, fee, scholarship, age, promotion or representation?
Legal source Constitutional text, statute, rule, notification, judicial order or institutional policy?
Government level Union, state, local or autonomous institution?

Transition Immediate change, grandfathering, phased reduction, review or replacement support?

Vertical and horizontal reservation

A vertical reservation usually allocates places to social categories such as SC, ST or OBC. A horizontal reservation
cuts across those categories, such as a provision for persons with disabilities or other specified groups. The
interaction is legally technical. A public campaign that says ‘all reservation' must state whether it opposes both kinds
and why.

SCOPE DISCIPLINE
Part 1 records the legal map; later parts test it

This chapter does not argue that every current provision is justified. It prevents a category error: one cannot evaluate
abolition until one identifies which rule, purpose, beneficiary, institution and constitutional source is being abolished.
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Q CHAPTER 14

14. The Claim-Audit Protocol for the
Series

How every major historical, statistical and moral claim will be tested.

/ N N O N N [ )
0 CAPTURE ° CLASSIFY ° SOURCE ° TEST ° GRADE
Exact words, Fact, value, Primary record Alternatives, Confirmed, mixed,
date, channel forecast, proposal or best data denominator, scope unsupported, unknown
- RN AN J J J

A verdict is the end of a transparent chain, not the beginning of an argument.

Figure 14.1 - The five-stage audit that later parts will apply to claims from every side.

Stage 1: capture the exact claim

A claim is recorded with its words, speaker, date, channel and surrounding context. ‘Reservation destroys merit' is not
yet precise. Which reservation, which outcome, what measure of merit, over what period, compared with what
alternative? 'Caste discrimination is everywhere' is also too broad until place, population, behavior and evidence are
specified.

Stage 2: classify the claim

* Descriptive: what exists or how common something is.

e Causal: what produced an outcome.

 Historical: what happened, in which period, based on which records.

* Legal: what a text authorizes, forbids or has been interpreted to mean.
* Normative: what is fair, dignified or morally required.

¢ Forecast: what a reform is expected to cause.

* Policy proposal: who receives what, through which institution, at what cost.

Stage 3: find the right evidence

Historical claims need dated archives and scholarship. Legal claims need the Constitution, statutes and judgments.
Prevalence claims need representative data and denominators. Causal claims need credible comparisons and
alternative explanations. Normative claims need explicit values and consistency, not a fake scientific certainty.
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Stage 4: test scope and alternatives

Is an India-wide claim based on one state, one college or one viral clip?
Is a group average being used to judge an individual?

Is correlation being treated as causation?

Is the denominator missing?

Are costs imposed on one group acknowledged?

Would the same principle be accepted if the groups were reversed?

What evidence could change the author's mind?

Stage 5: grade the conclusion

The series will use confirmed, well-supported, mixed, under-specified, unsupported, false, and unknown. Mixed
is not an escape word: it means the evidence supports different effects, contexts or interpretations that must be

named.

VERDICT RULE

No final answer from one metric

A good final verdict must combine constitutional rights, historical purpose, present disadvantage, distribution of
benefits, institutional performance, individual burdens, feasible alternatives and transition risks. It may conclude that
different components deserve different answers.
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CHAPTER 15

15. Part 1 Findings and Provisional
Verdict

What has been established before the series turns to history, law, evidence and alternatives.

A rapid RHA online attention wave occurred High confidence Multiple dated independent reports observed the
account and debate

The central public message seeks major reservation High confidence Consistent campaign text and news descriptions
reform or removal

The current follower total equals informed policy support  Unsupported Following is not representative opinion measurement
All followers are authentic and organic Unknown No platform or third-party audit

The growth was purchased or centrally manipulated Unknown No case-specific proof in the reviewed public record
One transparent national organization controlled all Not established Several sites made competing self-descriptions;
branded pages control links unclear

The movement is financially and politically independent Self-claimed; unverified No audited central disclosure located

The public program is implementation-ready No Scope, legal route, metrics, transition and category

treatment remain incomplete

The grievances deserve investigation Yes They concern equal rules, poverty, targeting, review
and common citizenship

The campaign has already disproved caste-based No That requires the later historical, legal and empirical
remedies investigation

The verdict in plain English

RHA is real as a viral attention phenomenon. It was not yet publicly demonstrated as a mature, transparent,
nationwide institution. Its strongest moral questions are legitimate: when may birth-based categories continue,
how should poor unreserved citizens be helped, who actually receives benefits, and what evidence should trigger
reform? Its public program remains too compressed to be judged as one coherent policy. Abolition, economic-only
quotas, identical concessions, removal of caste data and a ten-year sunset are different proposals with different
consequences.

Supporters are right that government policy needs justification, review and concern for people who bear its costs.
Critics are right that formal sameness is not automatically equal opportunity and that caste cannot be reduced to
present income without evidence. Neither side is entitled to convert pain into collective contempt. Neither follower
counts nor constitutional longevity settle the merits.

PART 1 VERDICT

Neither instant endorsement nor instant dismissal

Treat RHA as an important public signal and an under-documented institution. Preserve the grievances. Demand
transparent leadership and evidence. Disaggregate the proposals. Then test each against history, constitutional
purpose, present data, rights, feasible alternatives and transition costs. The final verdict belongs at the end of that
chain.
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What would change this assessment?

e A verified statement from the central account naming its legal entity, leadership and authoritative website.

Audited follower, advertising and funding records.

¢ A dated manifesto defining categories, institutions, legal route and transition.

Verified offline membership, events, chapters and decision procedures.

Platform findings concerning manipulation or coordinated inauthentic behavior.

¢ Representative public-opinion surveys asking separate, precise policy questions.

The next part

Part 2 will ask: What is reservation in India, exactly? It will map vertical and horizontal reservation,
SC/ST/OBC/EWS categories, education, public employment, legislatures, promotions, central and state differences,
open-category competition, cutoffs, fees, age relaxations, creamy layer, and the difference between a constitutional
authorization and a mandatory quota. The purpose is to replace one overloaded word with an accurate system map
before history is judged.
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CHAPTER 16

16. Public Claim Ledger

A compact audit table of the movement's early claims and the evidence needed to resolve them.

Claim or question Present status Evidence still needed

RHA has millions of followers
RHA represents a national majority

RHA is citizen-led

RHA has no party affiliation

RHA has one official website

Caste reservation should end

Selection should be purely merit-based

Only economic need should justify quotas

All fees, cutoffs and age limits should match

Caste should be removed from forms

A ten-year sunset is sufficient

OBC benefits are highly concentrated

Reservation is the main cause of low

institutional quality

Ending reservation will end casteism

HOW TO USE THIS LEDGER

Reported, dated
Not established

Self-described

Self-described

Contested

Normative and policy claim

Under-specified

Policy proposal

Policy bundle

Policy proposal
Unsupported as a number
Plausible audit question;
percentages unverified here

Not established

Forecast, unsupported

Update the status, not the standards

If new evidence appears after 29 July 2026, the conclusion should change where warranted. The evidence threshold
should not change because the new evidence helps a preferred side.
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27-28 July press snapshots
Large visible audience only
Campaign bio and reports
Public statements; cross-party
criticism

Several domains claim related

authority

Moral arguments presented

Campaign wording

Campaign wording

News-described demand

News-described demand

Campaign proposal

Campaign cites broad

commission debate

Anecdotes and assertions

Moral aspiration
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Platform export or independent audit
Representative national survey

Named governance and controller
records

Funding, staff, vendor and
coordination disclosure

Reciprocal central links and named
ownership

Historical, legal, outcome and
transition analysis

Definition and measurement of merit;
institutional objective

Evidence comparing poverty and social
exclusion targets

Rule-by-rule scope and impact analysis

Privacy, anti-discrimination and
measurement design

Baseline, metrics, threshold, review
authority and transition

Original report tables, definitions,
dates and current data

Causal research controlling for
selection and resources

Mechanism, comparative evidence and
measurable prediction
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CHAPTER 17

17. Questions the Organizers Should
Answer

A public-interest questionnaire, not an allegation.

Identity
Control
Authority
Leadership
Governance
Funding
Promotion
Reach
Membership
Demands
Economics
Merit

Data
Transition
Constitution
Evidence
Corrections
Safety
Negotiation

Sunset

What is the exact legal name of the entity controlling @reservationhataomovement? Where is it registered?
Who currently holds administrator, password-recovery and ownership rights for each central account?

Which website is authoritative, and which similarly named sites or chapters are independent?

Who may speak, negotiate, accept funds or change demands on behalf of the movement?

How are leaders selected and removed? How can supporters challenge a decision?

How much money has been received, from whom, through which accounts, and how has it been spent?

Were followers, ads, influencers, vendors, agencies or automation purchased? If so, disclose the scope.

How many followers are unique, India-based and active? What is the method behind any published count?
How does a follower differ from a member, volunteer, donor, petition signer or event participant?

Does 'remove reservation' include SC, ST, OBC, EWS and horizontal provisions, and in which institutions?

If quotas remain for the poor, how is poverty measured and how are asset, region and family changes handled?
What precise outcome does merit mean: exam score, predicted performance, job competence or something else?
If caste is removed from forms, how will discrimination and representation be measured?

What happens to current students, employees, waiting lists, promotions and ongoing recruitment?

Which constitutional provisions, statutes and rules would change, and through what lawful route?

What are the original sources and tables for every percentage quoted by the campaign?

Who reviews factual errors, and where is the public correction log?

What rules prohibit caste slurs, threats, doxxing, fabricated content and violence?

What outcomes short of total abolition could the movement accept, and who can authorize compromise?

Why ten years? What public indicators decide continuation, modification or termination?

These questions apply symmetrically. A campaign defending existing reservation or demanding its expansion should
also disclose leadership, funding, evidence, scope, nonviolence rules and implementation consequences.
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CHAPTER 18

18. Reader's Argument Worksheet

A practical page for testing any viral reservation claim before sharing it.

Exact claim Write the sentence without adding or softening words.
Speaker and date Who said it, on what verified channel, and when?

Claim type Descriptive, causal, historical, legal, moral, forecast or proposal?
Population and place Which category, institution, state, year and stage?

Comparator Compared with whom or with which alternative rule?
Denominator How many total people, seats, applications, cases or years?
Best evidence for it Original record, data, study, law or judgment.

Best evidence against it Strongest credible counterevidence, not a troll post.

Hidden value Which idea of fairness or citizenship is assumed?

Individual burden Who pays a cost, and is it acknowledged?

Implementation Who acts, with what authority, budget and transition?
Uncertainty What is not known, and what evidence could change the conclusion?
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CHAPTER 19

19. Complete References

Sources are numbered in order of appearance and linked from the text.

Links were checked during research for this dated edition. News pages and campaign pages can later change, move
or disappear. Notes identify sources that are self-descriptions, user-generated discussions or limited to a specific
evidentiary purpose.

[1] RHA-branded campaign website. accessed 29 July 2026. Reservation Hatao Andolan: campaign home page and public demands. rha2026.in.
https://rha2026.in/. Primary self-description. It is evidence of what this website says, not independent proof of its claims or authority.

[2] Outlook India. 28 July 2026. Reservation Hatao Andolan: Why Is It Drawing Both Support And Opposition?. Outlook India.
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/reservation-hatao-andolan-why-is-it-drawing-both-support-and-opposition.

[3] OdishaBytes. 27 July 2026. After CJP, Is Reservation Hatao Andolan The Next Big Online Movement? Here Are Details. OdishaBytes.
https://odishabytes.com/after-cjp-is-reservation-hatao-andolan-the-next-big-online-movement-here-are-details/.

[4] ThePrint. 28 July 2026. Saif Ali Khan Aarakshan scene goes viral amid Reservation Hatao movement. ThePrint.
https://theprint.in/entertainment/saif-ali-khan-aarakshan-scene-viral-reservation-hatao-movement/2998823/.

[5] Aaj Samaaj. 27 July 2026. Reservation Hatao Andolan Instagram profile: who is the owner of this page?. Aaj Samaaj.
https://www.aajsamaaj.com/national/reservation-hatao-andolan-instagram-profile-who-is-the-owner-of-this-page/529068/.

[6] Hindustan Times. 28 July 2026. Reservation Hatao Andolan quick read. Hindustan Times.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/quick-read/story-Q2qdCtY4pO2rBQzj39ZEHN-quickread.html.

[7] BharatDetails. July 2026. Reservation Hatao movement gains momentum online after CJP wave. BharatDetails. https://www.bharatdetails.com/
reservation-hatao-movement-gains-momentum-online-after-cjp-wave-calls-for-equality-and-end-to-caste-based-quotas. Secondary report
used cautiously for the absence of a publicly established formal organization.

[8] Reservation Hatao Andolan-branded website. accessed 29 July 2026. About Us. reservationhataoandolan.in.
https://reservationhataoandolan.in/about. A separate public website. This study does not assume it controls the central social account.

[9] Reservation Hatao Andolan-branded website. accessed 29 July 2026. Campaign home page and live tracker. reservationhataoandolan.co.in.
https://reservationhataoandolan.co.in/. A separate public website. Its official status was not independently established.

[10] Reservation Hatao Movement-branded website. accessed 29 July 2026. Articles and organization claims. reservationhataomovement.tech.
https://reservationhataomovement.tech/articles. A separate public website. Its claims of official status and scale are self-published.

[11] Registration Data Access Protocol. queried 29 July 2026. Domain registration record for rha2026.in. RDAP.org.
https://rdap.org/domain/rha2026.in.

[12] Registration Data Access Protocol. queried 29 July 2026. Domain registration record for reservationhataoandolan.in. RDAP.org.
https://rdap.org/domain/reservationhataoandolan.in.

[13] Registration Data Access Protocol. queried 29 July 2026. Domain registration record for reservationhataoandolan.co.in. RDAP.org.
https://rdap.org/domain/reservationhataoandolan.co.in.

[14] Registration Data Access Protocol. queried 29 July 2026. Domain registration record for reservationhataomovement.tech. RDAP.org.
https://rdap.org/domain/reservationhataomovement.tech.

[15] President’s Secretariat, Government of India. 25 July 2026. Press Communique. President of India.
https://www.presidentofindia.gov.in/press_releases/press-communique-35. Official record accepting Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation and
assigning the Education portfolio to Pralhad Joshi.

[16] Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice. 2026 edition. The Constitution of India. Government of India.
https://www.legislative.gov.in/documents/constitution-of-india/constitution-of-india-AjN2EjMtQWa?pageTitle=Constitution-of-India.

[17] Department of Personnel and Training. 19 July 2022. Reservation in Government Jobs. Press Information Bureau, Government of India.
https://www.pib.gov.in/Pressreleaseshare.aspx?PRID=18431138&lang=28&reg=48. Used only as an official central direct-recruitment example.
Rules vary by institution, level, post and jurisdiction.

[18] Supreme Court of India. 23 July 2018. Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India. Supreme Court of India.
https://api.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2017/37006/37006_2017_Judgement_23-Jul-2018.pdf.

[19] Legislative Department, Ministry of Law and Justice. 2023, in force from 2024. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. India Code.
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/20062.

[20] Oh, Agrawal and Rao. 2023. Role of Social Media in Social Protest Cycles: A Sociomaterial Examination. Information Systems Research.
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/abs/10.1287/isre.2021.1013.

[21] Gonzalez-Bailon, Borge-Holthoefer, Rivero and Moreno. 2011. The Dynamics of Protest Recruitment through an Online Network. Scientific
Reports. https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3240992/.
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End of Part 1

The Object of Study Is Now Defined

RHA has been located in time, its public demands separated, its channels mapped, its visible reach bounded, its
unknowns named, and the standards for the remaining investigation fixed.

CONTINUE WITH PART 2

What is reservation in India, exactly?

The next volume will build the legal and administrative map: categories, vertical and horizontal reservation,
open-category competition, cutoffs, fees, age limits, promotions, legislatures, Union-state differences, and the
institutions that make the word 'reservation' mean different things in different contexts.

Evidence freeze: 29 July 2026
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